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GE&ALCOWEPT- OPERATIONCASTLE

The purposeof this paperis to diasemlnatifor staff
informationnow mailable regardl~ OperationCAS~, ten-
sckduled for September-Octo%er1953.

GeneralInformtfou—— — \.

.

A. The Departmentof theArmy Is continuingas executive
agentand GeneralCM.r--koonis continu:ng as JointTank Force Cor.muder..
for OperationCASTLE..CJTF 132 ti pzzeparing a report for the Joint
Chief6of Staffout15zlUztheCASTLEuilitsrryparticipationprogram The
reportwill recozmendapp~ovalof the followingprinciples:

(1).That certaincriticalpersonneland equipmentbe
returnedto theirreE3pectivcServicesduringthe IVY - CASTLEtram ftion
period. (Dropand Inatrumentitionaircraft,securityvesselsand ah-
craft,and othercompments In similarcategories.)

(1?).That appropriatetroopelementsand equip==t be re-
tainedin the forwardmea. (Thosecomponent necemary for atoll.trana-
poxtitionbaOe oupport, mlntenance and comunlcatiom cervicesand
Becurlty.)

(3). That JTF 132 taakforceand task groupstai’fsbe .
“*.
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That the Serwlces,in IWZWauhing for ms!!!m, con-
sider the raassimwnt to JTF 132 of thoseshipsand -craft xxllfbd
and Snatrulaenfa-fmIVY at imbatantialexpenllic

Adraftof #iasqort vtl.lbednit*d tQthefour*k @=&W
for theircoummts in tie near ftatureand VIII be cirail.atedamng 132.1
s’~f%’smnbersfor coxnentao soon as received. UpOa receiptof task group
comento, outsideagenciesconcernedvith CASTLEwill be asked to contri-
butetithe tixmlde=~ntof thepaper toinsure SerVi-ti AECac-
ceptanceof the prome.mbeforethe Cemander of JTF 132eubmit9it to the
Joint Ch$afs Of Staff. !Par@tdate for its hlbEliSt4iORW fhe JointCh2afS
of stdY SaJay 7. + .
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A. Weaponeand Sequence
,,,,,~

CASTLEmay involve teeting am miny aa threefission~ “‘
mentalweaponsof the arderof SO kilotonsin additionto one M@ yle~~
thermonuclearexperixumtaldevice (dry). One of the fission-typeweapoo8
UE2ybe air dropped. If possible,uimltaneouspreparations will be tie
for each shot in orderto permitoptimumuse of favorableweathercondi-
tions. Resent preferenceis to test the thermonucleardevicelast.

B. Loc&tionG

Even if post-IVYradlatjon levelsshould permit eazzlycon-
structionon the nortknrnislandfIof EMwetok, and rJignifIcantdancgeto
base facilitiesdoee net occur,te~tlngone superand several fissionweapons
durirgone operation et Eniwetokpresentscomplicationsin constructionand
time. Thereforepresentplann~~ aontempletesthepossibleuse ~f Bikini
for the CASTLEthermonuclearshot and Eniwetokfor the fission shots. Bikini
presentslimitingfactorsfor weathermlecticm becauseof R&d-Safetycon-
Bideations but has advantagesin thci it h nearEMwetok and uninhabited.

c, Experim2ntatlon

The CASTLEexperimentalprogramswill be 8t leastas exten-
sive as and .probably greaterin scopethanSW’ e. A structural effects pro-
mazi will notbe COUWCM on Bikini,but xay be conductedon Enive’@kpro-
vld~ the desiredetructmes can be erectedin the llmited~ intervGL ~:~
betweenM! and CASTLE. &:.,

.

D. sup-p~~tsl~tion

!Zh8Eniwet9k-MMni plan present6grea”trsurfaceand air
t~~port requfi~ntfi,IM well os bro~~ secwity problems,than_-
HOUSE-and ~-. A
=n and a C-47 air

foz+amitmpol?az”yCmp
stripGZZecon’tmplated

k acwxaiiodateappoxima-i=ly500
on Bikiniwith Eniwetokthe main
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mratlom tncltiw air support. Supportree on Kuajaleln
Conslderlwy lesB than that for IVY. Other support requirements

I

(1) Round-&ip Enlwet~k-Bikinisurfaceand air tr8~p~*-
be inttlatedas constructionrequi.remutsdictati,on e sched~e to

be deterin$ned.

(2) C-47, aeaplati,liaisonplane,and hel+c-tir caw-
bilitiesat ?3ilsiniin a cngmitudecommensura~with Bikinimse develo~nt.

(3) A smdox’iQz companyat Di~mpble of handli.w
carGoships fkomEnivetikand 23.

(4) An AGCtype ship and the Curtiastill be requiredfor
firingcontrolpurposes,nuclearcomponentstor~e, and transportation
duringthe operatfi~ periodet BlkIni.

bargee‘willbe requiredif piersare

E. EvacuationRoblems

This subjectvtll be
Gainedon IVY (N=).

constructed.

re+xamined follwi~ the experience

4. Paul Spainand Holmesa Mrver rxrenow conducti% a prel~my
recon-issanceof BikintIn orderto submitcost and supportestimtis,.and
recommendatio~concernl~ a constructionpro~am which,if approved,viii
probablystsrt in Oct@er 1%2.

J.L.L...d-_./\ ‘
DuncanCurry,Jr.
Chiefof Staff
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